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L S. District Judge - Charles- R.-Ri‘h i

. chey yesterday “found°nine members

of the Church of Sdentology guilty ot'~
various -rales. in.a _massive eriminal-*
. conspiracy. to«plantschurch spies. ini
' Bovernmentt agencies;-break into gove:
‘ernment - offices’ and - electronically-
“bug’ at-least: ofie- Intemal Revenue
Service meeting:- i wd VRSREOR &
. Richey, whose ruling came- after the*"
federal government submitted nearly:’
300 pages: of evidence 'against.the..
church, did not set a sentencing date::
pending a ' presentence . investigation
-that! usually -takas about: one month. -
Eight of the defendants could receive™
a maximum sentence: of five years in..
"prison; one could be sentenced.to-a--
-maximum. of oneryear:y | |- an ot
Richey's ™ pmnou.ncement of guilt,,
-came - after "a three-hour -.hearing..
-marked By bitter ‘squabbling among--
‘attorneys for_.both..sides over: sug-
‘gested. last-minute changes in. the
“wording of the.evidence presented. i
At one point, when" it appéared-the™
carefully worked out agreement mlght
. fal¥:‘through,” “Richey - _said.; l::el:weem,ﬂ
loud” and. . acrimoniouss exchanges: °
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;among the 20:or: 50: -attorneys in the

. case; “If: this conunues, I'm: gomzdto
s trial s e T ‘?p_’,‘
“'UIt:lmately however, the-. nlne dev
-fendants<with =their attornemetﬂl*
~claiming fheir. refusal' to- agreé - that:
-the-government’s evidence was factus:
- ally correct—marched around the ‘de-]
“fense table: to sign: the govemment's»
“stipulation- _of . evidence*: agalnst
-them. Mary Sue-Hubbard; thé wife-of
Sci.entology-fonndereron-Enbbard*
-and the "alleged leader of: the -conspi
- acy, s:gned Hrst - e et haml il
‘The rare procedure fonowed 'heforo
Rxchey is not; a. guilty- plea.- It is: part, |
ofa plea’ arrangement enforced. byathe»
judge in which the government's evi=
dence is accepted, the defendants araf
found guilty, and they:can still appealf
legal issues to‘a bigher court. - They.s]

- could noty appeal 1£‘ they *pleaded‘w
guilty.
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~+%Under the. process, boif gides avoid
"a lengthy trial, In this.- .case; the Scien-.
- tologists can still litigate on appeal -
~their contention that the government' |
~x-a.uis.dn which mounds. of.church doc-
uments were seized. and used agamst’
“them were illegal. 7 57 o2k
m,(Seven.oi the. defendants,were found:
gu.llty = yesterclay of, consplracy Lo ob.
“struet-justice for-theirroles. in. & CoV--.-
_&rup of th nd-
*‘aﬁon. G)ne membe: was found guilty“
“of" conspj.racy to steal govemment dog--
“uments and ome was,found guilty: _oi &
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" The' Cliurch. ‘of Scientology again

3 yesterday*ma.mtamed >that: it hass “al-
" ways beenofficial church: policy to U

- hold the.laws of the land. The church

~did.not and.does..not.condone. -violar..|"

tions of this policy.” It said,. however,
. the individual defendants will have to,
speak for themselves. = ™

- Assistant_ 1.8, Attor_ney Raymond
Banoun told a:reporter later yester-:
~day,: however, that his study.of. thou-
: sands.of pages of documents:seized i
searches of church property-shows to
R overwhelming evidence fo the .
. cont:ra.ry, namely -that.. the-Church of -
+ Scientology-: .% approved, condoned
~and engaged: m‘“gross and widespread
Megahty.-. cv
S USE Attomey Carl S. Rauh sa.ld hi&
ofﬁceﬂ-was very - satisfled” . by “the |
+guilty vesdicts -and would tecommendj
“that “subsfa.ntiad prison: terms” be. un
g.,posed for most of the.defendants; - Al
iy The ' gullty: verdicts- against: the de-
'fendants end' the:: ma)or-phase' of a
criminal Inyestigation. of the group;

. “World-Wide."

“that- -began -in. June,.,lsm“ when: twos

*%Rurch-spieswere- apprehended. while’;
¥ photocopying gcwemment ﬁles in the:
2458, Courthouse.here, 1.

".-The investigation. led to«two mas-: |
..swe government. _raids—authorized oy
“seareh: wirrants Whose xegauty s’ still’
being - challenged’ by the. church—oﬁ"
.church locations here- and: in Los An. ]
geles.omJuly 8, 1977. =4 | &
wiw Churehr” spokesmen: ‘have saI& that
- any actions. its members took..in. mﬂl
- trating Tgavernment,” agencies "~ and
breakmg . into | _gnvemment, oﬂices
. were: ins. responsef to*a; 2&-year. cam-4
' paign-, of.- harassment—i against:;the |
chureb by the government.. g5 ) 3]
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"It has prepared documents showing
what it calls a “picture of harassment
of international proportions” by the
government, " replete with  allegedly |.

_lalse information about the church in .
government files.” .
.The.¢éhurch’s troublea with the gov-
_u:nment. began~soon - atter it Jvas
:Tounded by. former-writer Hubbard, i in.
)the early 1950s:*The church claima it
“was. dIscnmmatecL against' by the- IRSw
hen some.of its branches did not re-.,
Leive: tax-e.xempt’ status as-did. other r =
“religions.” < - AdreTLL ;
ha (Other~ uovemment agencxes that are
accused byithe church of improperly .

-spying'on church : sactivities and mem-

.bers’ incluqe» Aif orce- intelligence,
“the Secret. Semce, e Food and. Drug ;>
Admmxsu-atlon and the Coast Guard.
.., Selentology, which “is described by;.. :
the church ' as«.an- “applied religious..
philosophy™ that: believes in-the basie..
good of man,.-is. azworldwide organiza-- -
“tion . with . headq*;arters in Encland:;
and the U.S. "5 )

The nine- members found gnilty yes-»

_terday include the church’s highest of.;
ficials in:-the: US., and persons with..
church’ titles Such- as. Guardxan "and "
“Deputy Guardxan, and Guardxax;

e mi\l LT

" AN the def.endants‘are from the Los.
.Angeles area.- Two of the church’s
-leaders in - England : also - have' been
_charged and are awaiting extradition,i|

. Convicted of conspiring tg obstruct"
'Justzce yesterday - were Mary; - Sge
:Hubbard,:-Henning: Heidt, Dyke” Sm-
‘der, Richard+Weigand; Gregorg A-Vil“'

lardson; Cindy—-Raymond:and - Gerald
. Bennett Wolfe:"Convicted of conspiy- .}
<ing to steal ‘documents. was Mitchell |
Herrhann. - Convu:ted “ofir theft‘dwaa;ﬂ
 Shargn ‘THomas2s TR
+a=They ‘evxde .ﬁ pre'enteq e the
neigovernment: shows’, “that
¥ church i spies. comzmtted scores -of
“bréak-ins at‘government oificea here-
andr elsewherex tos.obtain - secrec tiles;
ahout: the—church,, and; other groups.:
Its burglars~often " were-rewarded. by

“'the: church” for SuchSaful -efforts * Lx'
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